
Scholarship Overview

COVID-19 has launched the world into
uncharted territory. This pandemic will
continue to have ripple effects
throughout our communities both in the
present and future. But as they say, "when
the going gets tough, the tough get going." So
let's get going. 
 
We have a unique opportunity to
empower our young adults to develop
innovative ideas and solutions to help
others during this time of need. 
 
To apply for this scholarship, students at
Sycamore High School will submit a
proposal that outlines an innovative plan
that could positively impact the greater
Cincinnati area. 

Sarah C. Adams was a French teacher at

Akron Public Schools and was known by many

as "Madame." Madame taught by the motto,

French is more than French, meaning that in

addition to learning French, her students

learned critical thinking skills, problem-

solving, resilience, vulnerability, time

management, and curiosity. She dedicated her

life to lifting others up and empowering them

to see their full potential.  Despite being

diagnosed with cancer, Madame chose to

continue teaching at Akron Public Schools

until May 10, 2019, just two weeks before her

passing. Teaching was her life's passion and

joy.  Sarah C. Adams was the mother of

Sycamore's transition coordinator, Esther

Adams. 

Who was Sarah C. Adams?

the

Sarah C. Adams
Innovation Scholarship

Who is eligible to apply?

 All students at Sycamore High
School,   grades 9-12
 

Scholarship Details:

•    Seven winners will be selected. 
•    $3,000 cash available for winners
 

Deadline to Apply:

April 17, 2020



Application Criteria

Students must develop an innovative proposal for how to positively impact

the greater Cincinnati area during a time of need.

 

Choosing an area of focus:

Each proposal must address the following 5 criteria: 

Who or what the proposal would impact within

our community1
A description of why this is needed supported by

evidence 2
A detailed list of resources that would be needed3
The plan must incorporate limited person to person

interactions (social distancing)  4
A detailed outline and specific steps that would be

needed in order to make this proposal into a reality5

i.e. cost, personnel, infrastructure, technology,  etc and
how these resources could be funded

Students are not
required to make their

proposal come to reality.
However, the plan should

be detailed enough to
where it could
realistically be
implemented.

There are so many areas of need in our local community during

this time.  Students can get creative and choose any issue, group,

or topic to cover for their proposal.

Not sure where you start? Here are some areas to consider:

Small businesses

Senior citizens

Single parents

School systems

Rescue animals

Mental health 

Families with low economic status

Medical professionals

Truckers

Service industry (restaurants, salons, etc.)



Category Winner:

 

Mental Health for

high school

students

$250
Category Winner:

 

Mental Health  for

any group of

individuals

$250
Category Winner:

 

E-learning

creativity

$250
Category Winner:

 

Impact for families

with low social

economic status

(SES)

$250

Scholarship Breakdown & Selection

One grand prize winner:

chosen for all around

innovation, impact,

feasibility, and attention

to detail 

$1,000

Two runner up prizes:

chosen for all around

innovation, impact,

feasibility, and

attention to detail

$500 $500
Two runner up prizes:

chosen for all around

innovation,

impact, feasibility,

and attention to

detail

*Please note: the selection committee will only review applications that include a cover letter and a  proposal
with all 5 required criteria  

$100 Application Prize: every student who submits a proposal
will be entered into a random drawing to win this $100 prize



What to include with your application

 Proposals can be in a variety of formats: 

Slide presentation

Video (should be uploaded to YouTube

or similar platform)

Creating an app that can be shared 

Website

Formal paper

Submitting Application

Email all submission materials to  SCA.scholarship.apply@gmail.com

All applications are due by Friday, April 17, 2020

A cover letter that includes the following: 

 

+ The actual proposal in whatever format

you have selected

Student Full Name

GradeStudent ID #

Email address 

Brief description of their idea and how it

is being presented 

Format Options for Proposal
Want to submit a

proposal in a different format
than what is listed?

 
No problem!

Send your idea to: 
SCA.scholarship.apply@gmail.com

for approval

Within their proposals,  students are encouraged to include charts, graphs,

pictures, lists, videos, etc to demonstrate the impact their proposal could

have on our community

Develop

Idea for

proposal

Research

& create a

draft

Seek out

feedback

on draft

Make

adjustments

& finalize

Submit

final

proposal!



What is a cash scholarship?
A cash scholarship means just that; it is cash. It can be used for anything the recipient wishes.
 

Who can apply?
Any student in grades 9-12 at Sycamore High School
 

Do I actually have to implement this plan? 
No, students are not required to make their proposals come to reality. However, the plan should be
detailed to where it could realistically be implemented. 
 

Do I have to submit this as an individual or can I do it as a part of a group?  
Students can submit proposals as individuals or as a group. If a group is selected as one of the winners,
the group members will split the cash scholarship evenly between group members.
*If you are working as a group, remember to do so remotely - social distancing is important.

 

Even if I don’t win this scholarship, why should I submit this scholarship proposal?
Many teachers at Sycamore High School will be giving course credit for students who choose to
participate in this scholarship.  To receive course credit, you must email/share your proposal with each
teacher who is giving credit. The committee will not share the information with your teachers for you.
 

I am submitting a proposal that aligns with one of the 4-category areas. Can I still be

eligible to win the $1,000 or $500 scholarships?
Yes! The top scholarships will be selected from any topic or category that demonstrates the most
creativity, innovation, attention to detail, & feasibility. 

Getting Guidance & Assistance

What is okay (and highly encouraged):

  Reaching out to teachers, staff or adults to brainstorm your
ideas 
Asking questions and being curious about your ideas
Seeking out critical feedback:

Listening to feedback and then making adjustments is an
essential part of innovation and growth
Students are encouraged to combine the feedback they
receive with their own ideas.  Feedback is just that,
feedback. Don't be afraid to challenge conventions -- you're
encouraged to think beyond what others feel is possible. 

Daring to do something that is truly outside of the box.
Innovation, innovation, innovation!

What is not okay:

  Asking for answers
Stealing ideas
Having a parent or other
adult complete this
proposal for you

Frequently Asked Questions


